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The sacrifices of the Silent Service during WWII 
are often eclipsed by the terrible toll suffered by 
the U-boatwaffe. 
Four out of five German submarines were lost in 
the second global conflagration 
The odds Britain’s deeps faced were barely better 
in 1943 and 1944, two out of every three boats 
did not return from patrols. 
Indeed, throughout the war, more than eighty 
submarines were lost to accident or enemy 
action. 
In the war’s aftermath, the admiralty sought to 
increase the odds of survival and set up a 
committee under a former submarine depot ship 
(HMS Medway) and a carrier (HMS Formidable) 
commander, Capt. Phillip Ruck-Keene. 
When it reported, many of Ruck- Keen’s 
recommendations were acted upon – the most 
visible of which is the escape tower which 
dominates the Gosport seafront. The Admiralty 
was faster to introduce some suggestions than 
others; Ruck-Keen wanted to see insulated 
survival suits for every man. Three years after his 
recommendation, the suits were slowly reaching 
the boats. Such sluggishness would help to 
condemn three score men to their deaths. 
 

 
HMS truculent was a boat with a fine record – she 
had served with distinction in the North Sea and 
Far East during WW2 
She continued to serve after the war and as the 
1950’s began she emerged from refit at Chatham. 
January 12 1950 had been a day of successful 
trials in the Thames estuary. After dark this fateful 
Thursday she began to make her way back to 
Sheerness on the surface. 
Also heading down the Thames that night was the 
Swedish tanker Divina, bound for Ipswich, and 
then her native land. 
Truculent’s crew saw her – three lights shone 
brightly on the tanker. But the submariners were 
convinced Divina was not moving. 
By the time they realised the merchantman was 
moving, it was too late to avoid a collision. 
For a few seconds the submarine was impaled on 
the Divina. The two vessels separated, Truculent 
heeled to port before righting herself briefly, and 
then sank by the bow. The party on the fin were 
swept into the Thames; five were picked up within 
an hour suffering from the effects of exposure and 
hypothermia 
 
The crippled submarine settled in barely 50ft of 
water. Her first lieutenant, Frederick Hindes 
demonstrated “calm demeanor’, issued “clear 
orders” and “maintained perfect discipline” 
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.There were 64 peoples still onboard Truculent 
including 18 shipwrights and engineers from 
Chatham dockyard, Hindes ordered them all aft 
and then determined that that escape, rather than 
waiting to be rescued was the best course of 
action. 
There they split into two groups. Hindes directed 
the escape in the stern section; a near namesake 
oversaw the ascent from the engine room. 
Chief ERA Francis ‘Sam” Hine was coming to the 
end of his 22 years’ service. He had survived the 
loss of HMS Saracen; after ten hours in the water, 
he’d been picked up by the Italians and spent the 
rest of WW2 as a prisoner 
Hines allocated the limited number of breathing 
sets to the weakest swimmers, outlined the 
escape drill, and then ensured he was the very 
last man to leave the compartment when it 
flooded. 
 
Frederick Hindes was the last man to leave the 
aft compartment – but not by choice. He was 
blown violently out of Truculent as the escape 
hatch was opened. He was never seen again. 
Nor was Sam Hines found. Like most of the men 
who escaped the sunken boat, he died of 
drowning or exposure in the January night. Just 
ten men who had risen to the surface of the 
Thames were saved; the immersion suits 
recommended by Phillip Ruck-Keen would 
probably have reduced the death toll dramatically. 
Frederick Hines and Sam Hine had acted 
correctly. The conduct of every man onboard the 
citation for the two submariners’ Albert Medal 
stated, “was in full accord with the great traditions 
of the Royal navy , but the splendid example set 
by Lt Hindes and CPO Hine was beyond praise. 
 
 An example of "Fast Thinking"!!!!  
 
 An elderly man in Louisiana had owned a large 
farm for several years.   
 
He had a large pond in the back. It was properly 
shaped for swimming, so he fixed it up nice with 
picnic tables, horseshoe courts, and some apple, 
and peach trees.  
 
One evening the old farmer decided to go down 
to the pond, as he hadn't been there for a while, 
and look it over.  
 
He grabbed a five-gallon bucket to bring back 
some fruit.  
 
As he neared the pond, he heard voices shouting  
 
 
 

And laughing with glee.    
 
As he came closer, he saw it was a bunch of 
young women skinny-dipping in his pond.   
  
He made the women aware of�his presence and 
they all went to the deep end.  
 
One of the women shouted to him, 'we're not 
coming out until you leave!'  
 

  
 
The old man frowned, 'I didn't come down here to 
watch you ladies swim naked or make you get out 
of the pond naked.'  
 
Holding the bucket up he said,  

                  'I'm here to feed the alligator...'  

                Some of us old men can still think fast 
 

 

 
Anchor Faced . 

 
���������	
�����
�����
��������	����
����������
������ �

��������		���
�	��
��������	����������
�������
	��	��	��	
��

����
	����
����������
�
������
��������	�	�����������	�
������������
�	�
���� �!������������
�	�"	�����#�� ��#����$���  �
�	��������
�$��	�	��	����
��
���
�
��	��	��
�
��������$����	�����	������
���	�
������

�������	
�
���	%�



 3
&�����

�� ���
	������&���	
�"�������	���
�
����
�'���

�()*+���	�����
�	�����	�������

�	�"�������	�,����
	�
��	�
�����	����
���
�������
��	��
���������
�	��� ���

�
��
	�
	����
	���	���	��
	
����
�	�!��
��"����
-����	� ��
�	�.���"������������
�	�!�� 	���
��� ��"���/�
������������
�	��� ����0	�
%�$�����
�����	�����
�
�	����0	�
���
���������
	��
��	
�	�������	�	 
	��������������������	������
	�
�	�%�

� �

$�����0�

�	�
	�	��������� �����	�
��	
�����	���
-1
�/���	��$������	�����
��
���	��
�����������
�	�

��	����	����$������		�����������������
�	�
"���,����������
�� 	�
	���	�������� ��	���	�
�����
��	��
	��%�2�����
�����
	�$���
����	��
��
����������������
���0����	�����������
�

��	��
�����
�$��	�����
	���
������
������
��  �

�������	��	���
	�$���
�
����
�������	��������
������ ��	�
��
��
����
���
���

���	��
��������
�

	�� ��
��
�	�
��		�� ���
�
����
��	�
�	����
%�
3
�	�����

������	�����
�	�����
��������
�	��
��� ���	�
		��
�	�	 	�	�

����������4
�������	�
���
�	���������
�������
%�5�������� 	
	�

�������	����
�

	�����
��		����

�4�������
6��
�����
�� ������6��
�����2�� �5���6��
�	����
��
����0���
������� ���	��
��

���	��	��
���
��
������ ��*7��� 

�
��0����
�	����

�
��	
�	�%�
2��
��	
������
������������� ���
���
��
���� ���	�
���� 	
	���
������
���

�� 	���
�����	

�� 	�
��	��	��
%��

2�	��������
���������������
����
���������
�	��

��  �
���
����	������

	�������$�
����������
�
((+���

	��	
����������	����

�  	���	���	�����

������	��� ���������
�	��������	��� �
�����
����	��
�
������	�
�����������
����������
�
��

	�������
	����	������ 
���
	��
�����
 		�����
���
	����	%��

2�	��	�
����
���
����� ��
�	����
�� ����
�
�������������	
���������������
�	�
��
��

�
��������	����	�� �
	�����
����� ��	��
�	����
��
��������� ����� ��	��������
�	�����������	�
����	�
����	�
��
�	���

	���
��������
�	���
���	�
����	�
������	��
�
��
�	����
�� �����%�2��
�#�8�
,�������
�	�
�� 
����������
�������	��
�����
��
�
��	��� 	������	��
��	��
������	4	�
	��
�	�

�������	�����
�	������
	������

����
�������	�
�	

������ 
�� �����������	
����	�����	�	���

�����
��	  ��
����	����	�����

� �����%�2��
�
���
�� 
���������	��
���	���
	���
����� ������

�	���  ��
����	��������
��
���  ���

���
����
	����
��	���������	��
	��
�	��	 	�
	����
��	�
	�� �
��	������	
���������	

��	���  ���
�����
%�
2��
���
�� 
����� 	

�����������	

���	��
�	�
���

��	�	�0���	�%��

2�	���
����
����
���	��������	��������
�
������ ��	����
�
����
�������	 �������
	��
���
��
��9	�
��� ���������
������� 	�����	�
 ��
��
�	�
����� 
����
���
����.����	����	
	 �	����	�4�

��� ���
��
�	�:��������
�	����	
���
����� �
���
�	
�		��
����
	����	�
�	�	����	%�'  �
����	�
����
�

	�
�
��
�	����
�� ���������
�
�	;���	��
���	�	���
 ����
�
���	��
��
��
�
�	�
���� 	
	�
���	�
�� �	������
���� ���	� ��	�����
���
�	�
���6��

%��

2�	���	��
����	;����	�
���
�
��  �����
�	�
�� �	
��	�	��	�
 ���	
���	�%�2�	�
�������
�� �
��
�����
� ��	��������	���������	�	���������
���

	��
 �

%�<�
����������
�	�
��� 	�
��
�����	����
	����
����  ����
�	�
��� 	�

�����
������	����
	����
��
�	�
���
����� 	�
����

�	�
 �

�4�'�
�2����
��������
������������
����
�	 �

 �
�4�������
����
����
�
���%�2�	�	����	����
�� �
��
�����
��	�
�
��
��
������$�
������
�	���
�
������ ��	����
�� %�=������ ����
�

����������

�	����
�� ������
��� ���
���������	���	���
����
��� �	�
%��

,���	��
�	�������	��
�	�
��		����

��	�	�
0���	��
��	
�	����
����
������	���	�0���
�����
���	���
��� 

�����
�	�����
�����	 ��
�
����

�������	
��	����������
� ��%����	�	��
��
�
������
��

����� 	�
���
��������
�����	���
	����
��������	���
����
	���	�� 	���
��	�������� ��
���� �����	������	������ 	
	��
�	���
�
�
�
�����������
������	�����
�	����  �����	��������

����

��
�$��	�	��	�%�&	��
�
��
�
�	���������
��
������
����
���	
�����
��	�� 	�
�
�	���
�
��
��%��

5�	�
��  ���	�����
�	����

����� 	
	����
� ��
	��
��
������� �����������������	�	����
����

����� ��%�$���
��	�������	������		������
	��
���
�	�����4�$�
������
���
�"�����%�:�
	����	�
��
���  	��< �
���
�������	���
����.�		�����
:�
������	��	����������
���%�$
���
�� 
���
�
��
�

��	�
��
�$�
���
���������"���:�	�
	���

���
��



 4

�	���

� ��������������
�	���

��	����
�	����
�

��
�$� �
	���	�����
	���
����	��������< ��	%�
'������������������	�
���������������� ����
����������
�������	���
�������
���	��	����	��
����
%�2�	�
�������� �����	��		��	
���
	���$�
�	 �	�	��
��>�
 ��	������	���	��	�
�����
�	��
���
����
�	
��%��

2��
����

����
���
������� ���1�������
��?���
�
�	���������� 	
���������

��
�	���	�
��
������������	������
�>�

	�
�-��  �&�
����/�
��
"��
 ����
����������
�����������
����
��
�	�
� �
������
�	�
�������	��	�	�
 ����
��
��	�%�
#	������
�
�	�1%@7���
�������
���������������

���	  	��
��#	��

�������	�	����	����� �	
�
��
��
�	
��%�$
���
�
���
���
��������
���� ������	��
�	������	���
���
�	
�����	�	������� �
�������
�
���
���������
%�2�	������	��
�
��<��
��� ��
��	�
-
��/�4�������
��	��������	���
	 ��
���
�	��	��

�������
���� ��	�
�����
%�2�	��� ����	��

�������
�	��������������
�
�������
�
�����
�
��
��$� �
	����
���	�	���:����"
���	�%�'�
	��	
�
�������	����

��	�	���� 
��	�	�������0	

���
� ���
��	���������
������1%��

��  ���
�

�����������
��������
�	�0�������$�
�����
�	�����
�	������
�
������ �������
�	���������
��������������
�	�����������	������������	  �
������
�	��������	����
�
�	���

���������
�
�	�	�����
�����������
�	����
��	�	��	����
��
�	����������
�	���
�������%��

#�	�����������	�$���� ��
�	��
		�
�	�
	
����
�	�	���
��� ���	����
����
	
�����������
�	�
:������������
���	�	�
�	������	�
��	�	�
���������
	����
��
�	���
	��
���
�
�	�	������
����	�	%�2�	�	��	�	�
�	�
�������
���	���
���	�
�
�	������
�
�	�0	

����
���	

��;�����
�	�
���	�
��	�	����
�	�������������
�	� ��������
������%�#	������� �	�����
��������
�	���  
��	�

����
��������1����	���
��������	�����
�	���	�
�	�	�
��	�������
��<��
�������
��	%�$�
�����$�

 	�
����
�	����
����� �
	�����
�	�
����%�2��
�
���������������	��	�
�����	��	���
	��	�	�����

		�
�	��	� �����
 ��	����
�	������
�	
	�������
�	������	������� �	��
����$����
�����
�	��� ��	
�
������	�����
�
��	�����������	���	�������
����	�
�
����
��
�
	�	�� � ��
������ �	������	���
���
�����	� ��
%�$����
	 �������
		������������

���
����������������	��4����
�� ����������	�
������	��	�	���
��	�����	����������	�������
� �
A���
�
�	��	� ���� ����	���
���
�	��	��	��	�%��

$
���
���
� ������
	���	
�������
��
�$���
�
� ��
��
�������������
�	����

	��-��  �9	  �/�
��
��
�	
���
����������
�&��
�����1���?������B�
���������� 	�
��������
��0����
�	�!���%�2��
�

��	�
�	�0����	����������������
�
�	�
��	%�
#	��	�	�	
���
	����
���&"�����	 ��
�<��
�
������
��	������������		��
�	���������
	 �
��
�
��	����	�����
�	�!�������
�������
���%�

#	���
�	�	��
��
�
�	�
��		�
��
��	�	�
�	�����
�����

	�������	�� ���
��	�
�	�C	

�%�'
��	�
	�
	�	���&"�����	 ����  �9	  ����
�
���	��
�����
������ 	����5�'�
%�#	��	�	������	�����
�	�


	�
�������
���� ���	��������  ���������	�
�����
���
����$������
�
����
�	����� 	%��	��	 ���	��
�
�����
����
��
�	�	��
�������
��	�������� ����
���
��

��
����������
�����%��

$������
���������
���  ���
�
���������$���
��� ��

�	��	 �	�����
��	�
�����	���� ���
�

��
�����
�
�������
���� ��

��
����
�	��������%��	�
� ��

�	����
�����	�����
���	  	������(*���
�����
�	���
	�
�	�	��	�	�
��		����

��	�
��� ���	
�

��	�
 		������
�	�����������
�
������%�$�
�����

�	����
������
� ���������
� ����������	��
���	
�
�����
����	����
����
	 �%�$
������
����	�
	�
	�
���
���  �
������
��	�
�	���	�
������
�	�����
��	�	�;��
	����	�����
�	���	�
��	�	����������
����
��
���	%�$
�
		�
�
�	���������
�	�	��
��
��  ���
�
����������
�	����� ���	��	�
����


�����%�2���	����	

�
�	�������		��

�������
�
�:����"
���	�������		�
����	����������
	����
��	��%�2�	��
� �	������
�
�	������� �	
�����

�	�����
��	
�����$���
����	����	����	��� �
	��
����
�	�2����
A��������
��������	����������
�	� �
	��
�	����

����	�������
�	����� ����
�
�	
���������	%�

� �

#	�

��
	�������	�� ���	�
�������������
����	������
�
�������
�  ������
�	��	�
���������
����
������  �
��		����

%�$��	�	��	�� ��������

�	��	������
�	�

	�������	��
����������	�����

�	��	�����
� ��	 ����������%�$
�
�����
�
��
 �����	���
	����
�	����	

� �������  � 	��
�����
�����
�������
�����	
����������	

���������
����%�#	���� ���� ��
��	��
����
���
������	����
�
�
���
��	%��



 5
2�	�
������

��	�	����� 	
	�����C�������()*@�

���	�	��  ����� 	
	���������
�1����
�
%�$�
�	������
	��
�	�����������
�� 	�������
����
��
�

�	���	�	��	;���	������ ����������������2����
A�
����
�	������
���������
�4�&���������
"	�
	��	�%����	�	��
�	���	�	���
��	��������
��  ��
����	�����&�����
����

	��
��
�	�� �	��

��	%��

$��	
���	��
�� ���	��
�������	���� �����������
 �

 	���� 	�����
�	�����������

����	��		��
�������C��	DC� ��()*@�����
��	����	����-2	��
> 	����/�����
��
��	���
	���-����	�
������
	���
��	�/�
��<��
�������
��	�������������
���
�

���  �
������

��1�
���(7%�#�	���	������	���  �

������

��	�	���
	�
��
�� ������� ��
���������
����
�	����	��
�
�����&"������	�
��	���
�
������	���	����������
�	
������%�#	������	��
��
��������������
���
�������$������
�
�	�	��	��������
�$�
������
���
�	�
���
����������������%�#	��	�	�
�	�	�
������
��		�
�		�
������������
��
���	���
��
��	�� ��
 ���	
��������	��
������
��	��
���		���
���
�
��
���
��	�	�������� 
��������
��	%����	�	���	�
�
	��
���		���
� ����
��	�����
	��
��	����
�����	�
��	%���������
���
�	�
���	��������
	�
��	�������	�������������������	������
�
		��

���	�()*7����� �
����
�����	� ���

	����������
	��
��
��
��	��������	�����	���������
�	
�%�
2�	�	���
������
�������
�	�	�����;��
	�����
�

����
�	
	��	�	�
�	��	� ��	��	
����
�	�#��%�

�

�� �

What is Celibacy ? 
 Celibacy can be a choice in life, or a condition 
imposed by circumstances. While attending a 
Marriage Weekend, Ken and his wife, Janet,  
Listened to the instructor declare, 'It is essential 
that husbands and wives know the things that are 
important to each other.' 
 He then addressed the men, 
 'Can you name and describe your wife's favorite 
flower?' 

 Ken leaned over, touched Janet's arm gently, 
and whispered,  
"Home pride, isn't it?” 
 And thus began Ken's life of celibacy 

�  

Canteen Cowboy �

Why the English wore red coats in battle  
  
A long time ago Britain and France were at war. 
During one battle the French captured a British 
colonel. They took him to their headquarters and 
the French general began to question him. Finally 
as an afterthought the French general asked 
“Why do you British officers all wear red coats? 
Don't you know the red material makes you easier 
targets for us to shoot at?” 
  
In his bland British way the officer informed the 
general that the reason British officers wear red 
coats is so that if they are shot the blood won't 
show and the men they are leading won't panic. 
  
And that is why; from that day to this all French 
Army officers wear brown trousers. 
 
Reminds me of a small incident when I was 
‘Scratcher’ of the Sleuth  (a Slippery ‘S’ Boat) 
running from Portland. We had a run over to 
Cherbourg in France one weekend and seeing as 
we were berthed in a non tidal basin we could not 
use the heads onboard 
 
Soon after we arrived a couple of lads came to 
me with a tale of woe that there was no toilet 
paper in the heads ashore. I asked “How many 
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toilets are there?’ the reply was six so I gave 
them six rolls 
 
Ten minutes later another bunch of blokes came 
along saying there was no paper in the heads 
ashore. I thought, that’s funny but gave then a 
further six rolls. 
 
Lo and behold the same thing happened a short 
while later, so after giving them more rolls I went 
ashore and hid behind a Dockyard Crane 
adjacent to the heads. As the toilet was vacated 
(the paperwork being completed) a FROG would 
leapt in and knock off the rest of the roll!  
 
After that I hung a toilet roll by the fore hatch with 
a notice to take what was required when going to 
the Heads ashore! 
 

 
 
A ‘dit’ from Derek, many years ago!  
 
A rather amusing thing happened when I did my 
Cox’n’s course in 1957 at HMS EXCELLENT, 
Whale Island. There were only two on the course, 
a bloke named ‘Daisey’ Adams and myself. We 
had to live in ‘Pompey’ RNB as there was no 
room in Excellent. Both of us having bicycles we 
pedaled each day from RNB through North End to 
Whale Island and because we were on course we 
wore boots and gaiters. Every day we rode 
across the bridge to the Island, passed the 
Quartermasters Staff at the Main Gate, rode over 
the Island to the far side where the Regulating 
School was and nobody said a word to us! 
 On the last day of the course we only had to go 
to the school to get our examination results so we 
didn’t bother to wear our boots and gaiters.  

In consequence we were stopped at the Main 
Gate to produce ID, Stopped on the Parade 
Ground by a Chief GI who wanted to know who 
we were and hollered at by some Lieutenant 
wearing patent leather gaiters who we chose to 
ignore, nipping down the steps to the Regulating 
School!  
It’s amazing what a pair of boots and gaiters can 
do for you? I think it is called ‘gait and gaiters 
mentality?’ 
 

 I had another amusing episode on Whale 
Island later on in my Naval Career  

 
After, leaving Australia in 1966 at the end of my 
stay as the Escape Cox’n for the 4th S/M Division. 
I was told I had a draft to the Polaris Submarine 
‘RENOWN’ then being built at Birkenhead. Whilst 
on my foreign leave. I received a telegram to 
contact the Drafting Office in DOLPHIN. 
Phoning them I found out my draft had been 
changed to the ‘REPULSE” at Barrow but the 
biggest surprise was to be told to report, the 
following Monday to HMS EXCELLENT to do a 
MAA’s Course! 
 
It appears that somebody in the bureaucratic 
hierarchy had the brilliant idea that Coxswains 
drafted to Polaris boats should be qualified MAA! 
Having just returned from Australia I had very little 
in the way of uniform kit, most of it coming home 
by sea, so I reported on the Monday morning in 
my only blue suit (with Gold Badges).  LEUT REG 
D’earth was in charge of the School and MAA 
Ribbons was the instructor, all the rest of the 
class including CPO Cox’n ‘Happy’ Day 
(deceased) and the RPO’s where all in Red 
badges of course, which didn’t go down very well. 
I solved this by quickly buying a set of red badges 
and that night sewing them over the top of my 
gold badges. This was okay until half way through 
the course the class had to attend a Court 
Marshall in RNB, the night before it was ‘off’ red 
badges, to be in No. 1’s and that night, after the 
trip to RNB the red badges went back on again.  
This faux pau was compounded when I informed 
them that my boots, so I could wear ‘boots & 
gaiters’ whilst on course were in my kit bag 
somewhere between Australia and England. I 
failed to mention that I did not possess a pair of 
boots anyway, who ever heard of a submarine 
Cox’n of nine years standing owning a pair of 
boots! 
 
As you can imagine this was not a very 
auspicious start to my course but I looked at the 
rest of the class and thought to myself. This lot is 
not going to beat me, especially the RPO’s and 
with a lot of boning on my part I came second in 
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the class. The only RPO to beat me was a SD 
candidate named Bishop who I met out here in 
Australia many years later as a LCDR REG RAN, 
at HMAS Albatross. 
‘Happy’ Day I am sorry to say found it a bit of a 
struggle and till the day he died I don’t believe he 
could tell the difference between Repeated and 
Aggravated Leave Breaking! 
 
It is my belief that at the time the Regulating 
School were not too happy at Coxswains doing 
this course, not even admitting that we were 
qualified MAA’s, only saying that we had 
completed an ‘Extended Regulating Course” 
 
.Another thing I found out whilst on this course 
was that a Naval Officers sword will only go into 
its scabbard one way! During the instructions in 
sword drill the order was given “Sheath Swords’. I 
promptly did this but mine got stuck half way in 
the scabbard and it took the GI Instructor, MAA 
Ribbon’s and myself to pull it out! 
 
Once again, Happy Day’s!!  
 

 
 

Bag Shanty 
 

The Urine test  
  
  

  (This was written by a rig worker in the North 
Sea -What he says makes a lot of sense!) 

 
  I work, they pay me. I pay my taxes and the 
government distributes my taxes as it sees fit.  
 
  In order to earn that pay cheque, I work on a rig 
for a drilling contractor. 
  I am required to pass a random urine test for 
drugs and alcohol, with which I have no problem. 

  What I do have a problem with is the 
distribution of my taxes to people who don't 
have to pass a urine test.  
Shouldn't one have to pass a urine test to get a 
benefit cheque because I have to pass one to 
earn it for them?  
 
  Please understand that I have no problem with 
helping people get back on their feet.  
 I do on the other hand have a problem with 
helping someone sit on their ass drinking beer 
and smoking dope.  
 
Could you imagine how much money the 
government would save if people had to pass a 
urine test to get a benefit cheque?  
Please pass this along if you agree or simply 
delete it if you don't. 
 
 The Fairy and the Asylum Seeker  
 
A beautiful fairy appeared one day in front of an 
asylum seeker claimant outside the Centrelink 
Offices. 
'My good man,' the fairy said,  'I've been told by 
Kevin Rudd to grant you three wishes, since 
you’ve just arrived in Australia with your wife and 
seven children – all costs will be borne by the 
Australian Tax Payers.'  
  
The man told the fairy:  'Well, in Sri Lanka where I 
come from, we don't have good teeth, so I want 
new teeth, with a lot of gold in them.' 
The fairy looked at the man's almost toothless 
grin and -- PING!!! The Asylum Seeker had a 
brand new shining set of gold teeth in his mouth!  
 
'What else?' asked the fairy, 'two more wishes to 
go’?  
 
The Asylum Seeker refugee claimant now got 
bolder. 
'I need a big house with a three car garage on the 
Gold Coast with eight bedrooms – and a 
Gold Visa Card in each room - for my family and 
the rest of my refugee relatives who still live in Sri 
Lanka I want to bring them all over here.  
PING! - In the distance there could be seen 
a beautiful mansion with a three car garage, a 
long driveway, a walkout patio with a BBQ, and 
a sparkling swimming pool and a BMW, full of his 
nephews playing their music.  
 
'One more wish, said the fairy, waving her wand.  
 
The Asylum Seeker refugee claimant really 
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decided to go for broke now and said “I want to 
be Australian with Australian clothes instead of 
the rags and shawl, and I want to have white skin 
like the Australians.'  
PING! -  The man was transformed, wearing 
worn out Stubbies shorts, a dirty Bonds T-shirt 
and a greasy terry-towel hat. He had his bad 
teeth back and the mansion had 
disappeared from the horizon. 
'What happened to my new teeth?' he 
wailed. 'Where is my new house? Where’s my 
Visa Gold Card?' 
The fairy said: 
 
'Tough luck. Now that you are Australian,  
you’re entitled to  
sweet f***  all, just like the rest of us'. 
And she disappeared 
 

 
 
 

I tried to see the boss about a raise…  
The guards wouldn’t let me in the Palace 

 
Two Interesting Years  
��
Interesting Year 1981 
                   1. Prince Charles got married 
                   2. Liverpool crowned soccer 
Champions of Europe 
                   3. Australia lost the Ashes 
(cricket) tournament. 
                   4. The Pope died 
 
                 
Interesting Year 2005 
                   1. Prince Charles got married 
                   2. Liverpool crowned soccer 
Champions of Europe 
                   3. Australia lost the Ashes 
tournament 

                   4. The Pope died 
 
                 Lesson to be learned: 
                 The next time Charles gets married, 
someone warn the Pope. 
 
Piping and the Boatswain’s Call  
 
Piping is the naval method of passing orders and 
information, and every seaman should know how 
to use a Boatswain’s call and how to pipe an 
order. Orders thus passed are known as Pipes, 
 
The use of the boatswain’s call in English ships 
can be traced back with certainty to the Crusade, 
A.D. 1248. In former days it was worn in English 
ships and fleets as an honored badge of rank, 
probably because it had been always used for 
passing orders. As long ago as1485 it was worn 
as the badge of office of the Lord High Admiral of 
England, and by its successors in office up to 
1562. Thereafter it was used throughout the 
English fleets for passing all orders and from 
1671it has always been known as the boatswain’s 
call. Nowadays the Boatswain’s call and chain are 
the badge of office of Chief Bo’suns Mates, 
quarter masters and junior seamen qualified. The 
expression to pipe means, generally to make the 
sound of the boatswain’s call and to give the 
spoken order which may qualify it. Some pipes, 
however, are orders in themselves and do not 
require any verbal addition. 
The boatswain’s call can be tuned by scrapping 
away and enlarging the wind edge of the hole in 
the buoy, until it will sound if the mouth of the gun 
is held directly into a modest wind 
Re-written from the Admiralty Manual of 
Seamanship, dated1964 
Reminds me of the time I was Cox’n of the 
Repulse and had a Rear Admiral onboard who 
was leaving by helicopter, and I was ordered to 
pipe him over the side. However that’s another 
story, maybe in the next issue!! 

 
 
Once again, that’s All Folks! 
Remember, there are only three turns in the 
Navy, turn in, turn out, & turn too! 
 
Derek Lilliman  P/JX 710732       08 9451 8050 

dlilliman@bigpond.com 
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